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Roderick Anscombe

Virgin Lies

While investigating the disappearance of a nine-year-old
Boston girl, interrogation specialist Dr. Paul Lucas at-
tempts to work with two seemingly unrelated mentally ill
suspects in a case that has unsettling personal relevance.

Jennifer Belle

Little Stalker

A young woman is shocked
when she discovers that the
movie director shes obsessed
with isnt perfect.

Maeve Binchy

Whitethorn Woods

When a new highway threatens

to bypass Rossmore, Ireland,

will the town bene torsu er?

And what will be the fate of St. Anns Well, at the edge of
the Woods, where people have gathered to pray over the
years?

Tracy Chevalier

Burning Bright

The Kellaways have just arrived from rural Dorset to work
for Astley s Circus in 1790s London after a death in the
family. There, they meet William Blake and no one is
ever the same.

Jennifer Chiaverini

The Quilter s Homecoming:

An EIm Creek Quilts Novel

Newlyweds Elizabeth and Henry leave EIm Creek Manor
in Pennsylvania and head west to claim land in Southern
California they have bought sight unseen.

Lee Child
Bad Luck and Trouble
It certainly is bad luck for Jack Reacher when

Carol Higgins Clark

Laced: ARegan Reilly Mystery

Tracing their ancestry to a small Dublin town while hon-
eymooning in Ireland, newlyweds Regan and Jack Reilly
learn disturbing information about their families, a discov-
ery aided by Jack s colleagues at the Major Case Squad.

Mary Higgins Clark

| Heard That Song Before

Kay Lansing marries wealthy widower Peter Carrington,
despite rumors surrounding the mysterious death of
Peters rst wife. When the police tie Peter to a 22-year-old
murder of a woman Peter went to high school prom
with, Kay fears that she has married a murderer, and
resolves to uncover the truth.

Jackie Collins

Drop Dead Beautiful

Lucky Santangelo returns and must deal with a daughter
as wild as herself and an enemy who is determined to
wipe out everything Lucky has.

Sandra Dallas

Tallgrass

A Japanese internment camp is opened in a small
Colorado town. When a young girl is murdered, the com-
munity places suspicion on the newcomers.

Joy Fielding

Heartstopper

Transplanted New Yorker Sandie Crosbie goes after a
serial killer targeting teenage girls in her new hometown,
small-town Torrance, Florida.

Carol Goodman

The Sonnet Lover

A goodbye letter from a dead student directs literature
professor Rose Asher to an Italian villa that might contain
some missing Shakespearean sonnets.

Heather Graham

The Dead Room

Archaeologist Leslie MacIntyre is gifted with the ability to
talk with ghosts. She returns to Manhattans historic

Hastings House, where her anc@ perished, to con-
/@\ quer her fears. Instead, Leslie stumbles upon an

he nds that all his old buddies are getting

ROCKY RIVER

evil plot that traps her between the worlds of
the living and the dead.
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Tim Green

American Outrage

A recent widower, reporter Jake Carlson is trying to
discover the identity of his adopted 13-year-old son Sams
birth-parents, but he is stopped at every turn. When the
search turns deadly, Jake becomes a murder suspect and
he and his computer-savvy son are forced to take the law
into their own hands.

Marsha Hamilton

The Camel Bookmobile

Establishing a bookmobile in a destitute Kenyan village,
well-intentioned Fiona Sweeny inadvertently renews a
decades-old tribal feud

involving a camel-powered

bookmobile and prior

e ortsto promote the

local education.

Stephanie Laurens

The Taste of Innocence

Charles Morwellan, the

8th Earl of Meredith, must

marry and chooses Sarah, the daughter of his neighbors,
Lord and Lady Conningham. Sarah is intelligent and
beautiful, but unwilling to surrender her independence.
Charles must try to win her over.

Jonathan Kellerman

Obsession: An Alex Delaware Novel

On her deathbed, Tanyas aunt hints that she committed
murder. A bright, ambitious teenager, Tanya turns to psy-
chologist Alex Delaware and LAPD detective Milo Sturgis
for help.

Marne Davis Kellog

Friends In High Places

Feeling restless after retiring from her exciting double life
at the side of her former Scotland Yard inspector husband,
secret jewel thief Kick Keswick nds herself back in her
element when an old enemy resurfaces and threatens to
reveal her numerous past misdeeds.

T.Je erson Parker

Storm Runners

Having lost his family and nearly his life in an explosion,
Matt Stromsoe is just recovering when he agrees to serve
as bodyguard for TV star Frankie Hat eld which brings
him right back where he started.

Amanda Quick

The River Knows

Dashing Anthony Stalbridge and dowdy Louisa Bryce
have one thing incommon they both believe that Mr.
Elwin Hastings is hiding some terrible secrets. The two
pretend to be lovers in order to uncover the truth.

Luanne Rice

The Edge of Winter

Escaping a lousy husband, Neve moves to Rhode Island s
starkly beautiful coast with her daughter Mickey. There,
Neve meets a man with problems of his own.

Karen Robards

Obsession

After nearly being murdered, a woman awakens in a
home she doesn t recognize as hers only to discover that
shes part of a CIA sting operation and is impersonating
another woman to nd out information.

Ann B. Ross

Miss Julia Strikes Back

What does Miss Julia do when all her jewelry is stolen?
Plan a stakeout in Palm Beach, of course.

Anita Shreve

Body Sur ng

Divorced and then widowed before age 30, Sydney
spends a summer tutoring a teenager and nds herself
caught between the girls two grown brothers.

Stuart Woods

Fresh Disasters: A Stone Barrington Novel

When Stone Barringtons law rm inexplicably takes on
inept con man Bill Eggers as a client, guess who gets the
case?
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American Born Chinese

Gene Luen Yangs graphic novel American Born
Chinese is Yang s autobiographical tale of coming
to terms with being a rst generation American.
Winner of the 2007 Printz Award, American Born
Chinese is the rst graphic novel to do so. The novel
is comprised of three tales that weave together
beautifully. The rstis a Chinese folktale about a
monkey king who tries to shed his roots and be re-
vered as a god. The second is the story of Jin Wang,
a Chinese American middle school student who
justwants to tin. The third is the tale of Danny, an
all-American high school student who is so embar-
rassed by his cousin Chin Kee that he is forced to
change schools. In the end, the stories converge as
each character s struggle with identity is resolved.
The novel is a marvelous illustration of the internal
struggle of race and self acceptance that is
universal to all humans, particularly in the melting
pot of America.

Victoria Vogel

Feel the Need for Speed?

In Driving with the Devil: Southern Moonshine,
Detroit Wheels and the Birth of NASCAR, Neal
Thompson tells the story of the evolution of NASCAR
and its early connections to outlaws, moonshine
whiskey and stock car driver talents. As each chapter
unfolds, Thompson peaks your interest with fascinat-
ing stories of people and places that NASCAR would
rather have today s fans forget.

Reminiscent of the recent book about the race horse
Seabiscuit, Driving with the Devil will keep you
turning the pages even if you are not a racing fan.
So, take the wheel for a thrilling ride down NASCAR's
memory lane.

Evelyn Janoch

A Slow Boat and a Cramped Train to China

Gillian Kendall spots a job as a highly paid English
teacher trouble is, its on a rickety Chinese boat
sailing halfway across the world and shes the only
woman on board! In Mr. Ding s Chicken Feet: ona
Slow Boat from Shanghai to Texas, Kendall travels
on a journey of self-discovery as she shares her sin-
gular voyage and fondly introduces us to her enthu-
siastic students.

Polly Evans is also traveling solo, journeying through
China by train and bus in Fried Eggs with Chop-
sticks: One Woman s Hilarious Adventure into a
Country and Culture Not Her Own. A stalwart Brit,
Evans encounters two sides of Chinain her trav-

els one ghting to join the modern economy and
the other rmly setin the past. Great for the casual
reader, Evans book is a light-hearted look at a fasci-
nating country.

Dori Olivos

The British are Funny

Polly Williams has invaded our shores with another
example of ne British humor and style, The Yummy
Mummy. A yummy mummy is what new mom Amy
Crane is not, well not right now, but who she is de-
termined to become. Juggling the needs of her baby
Evie, her boyfriend Joe, and her divorced Mom, Amy
has been pretending that everything is just ne until
her friend Alice sets a new standard of togetherness.
As Project Amy takes on a life of its own it seems
that it could be the best thing or the worst thing
that s ever happened to Amy.

If your list of favorite authors includes Marian Keyes,
Helen Fielding or Wendy Holden, you Il want to
make room to add Ms. Williams to the group. The
characters are quirky fun and the message is there
but itisn t preachy. Enjoy!

Stacey Hayman
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Between the Covers features a taste of what youll nd
in The Reading Room, our browsing
database of over 5,000 titles that have been

read and reviewed by our own library sta .
Click on The Reading Room on our website or go to
httn://readingroom rrpl.org to use this special service.

NONFICTION

The United States of Arugula:

How We Became a Gourmet Nation

David Kamp

With the rise of the Food Network, chefs are today s new
hot celebrities, and restaurants are no longer just about
the food. How did the American dining experience change
from mom-and-pop diners to ne dining in the span of a
few decades? Author David Kamp shares the evolution of
food in America through countless interviews and anec-
dotes.

A well-researched, detailed review of the evolution of food in
America over the last century. Divided by trends in the food in-
dustry, this is a fascinating look at American food and culture.

The Places In Between

Rory Stewart

This is a journal of Stewart s walking journey across
Afghanistan, a dangerous trek in the immediate post-
Taliban era. Following the trail of the 15th-century emperor
Babur through mountainous snowy passes, he references
both historical and current events and encounters extreme
violence and generosity.

Simply but beautifully written, Stewart s account is without
judgment, opening Western eyes to the complexity of the
people and culture of Afghanistan. Highly recommended.

May ower: A Story of Courage, Community, and War
Nathaniel Philbrick

The Pilgrims struggle to survive in Plymouth Colony after
their 1620 transatlantic crossing in the May ower through
the time of the King Philips War in 1675.

A fascinating, insightful read. Well-researched. The Pilgrims
and the Native Americans did not always have the amicable
relationship that is so often portrayed in stories of the First
Thanksgiving. Highly recommend.

FICTION

Andy Catlett: Early Travels

Wendell Berry

Nine-year-old Andy Catlett travels alone by bus to spend
Christmas vacation with both sets of grandparents who
live ten miles away in rural Port William, Kentucky. Even at
Andy s young age, he notices how the old ways of rural life
are being replaced by the new. He senses the anxiety of
his elders over the young men from Port William serving

in World War Il. He treasures his place at the heart of his
extended family where he is connected by a web of kinship
and love.

Author Wendell Berry is one of America s most graceful
contemporary writers. He writes about love, loss, and change
in a way that is heartbreaking and yet hopeful. Highly
recommend this and all of Berry s ction.

Him, Her, Him Again, the End of Him

Patricia Marx

While a twenty-something unnamed heroine is struggling
to write her thesis at Cambridge, she meets Eugene Obello,
a self-absorbed and annoying intellectual with whom she
falls madly and inexplicably in love. And in love she stays,
for ten long years, despite her friends advice, her better
judgment, and the fact that Eugene has married another.

Avery funny portrayal of a young womans insecurity. While
our girl s self-esteem issues and obsession with Eugene will
frustrate you, the author s wacky characters and smart writ-
ing will keep you reading. Good fun!

MYSTERY

Murder at the Opera

Margaret Truman

The culturally conscientious Mackensie and Annabel Smith
nd themselves center stage and in need of their crime-
ghting skills when a workman at the Kennedy Center

discovers the corpse of a missing intern with the Washing-

ton National Opera.

The author orchestrates an ensemble of possible suspects by
synthesizing scenarios from both a previous murder investiga-
tion and an imminent terrorist attack. This polished
composition scores the right blend of musical references,
urbane characters, circuitous antics and real-life locales in
staging its sophisticated tale of suspense.

Between the Covers...
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The Letter Killeth

Ralph Mclnerny

Threatening letters to a few sta members and the
subsequent murder of a controversial professor call for the
investigative talents of the Knight brothers amidst a
backdrop of alumni discontent and faculty resentment.

No points will be deducted for the abrupt denouement
delivered by the author when the reader concedes the under-
lying tenet that things are not always as they seem. This tenth
installment constitutes ongoing accreditation for a series that
excels as the perfect forum for Mclnerny s astute observations,
succinct characterizations, and pithy commentary.
Recommend.

INSPIRATIONAL FICTION

Santa Fe Woman

Gilbert Morris

The Hayden family fortune is lost. Widower Leland, along
with Aunt Kate and his three pampered children, decide to
head west to seek a new life and fortune. Adventures and
dangers are faced by the family and their fearless guide,
Chad Rocklin.

An interesting look at the hazards of crossing the Plains in the
1800s. Recommend.

Straight Up

Lisa Samson

Georgia Bishop has the potential to be a great jazz pianist,
but wastes her talent and ruins her marriage with her
alcohol addiction. Georgias younger cousin Fairly Godfrey
is successful as a New York design expert, but since her
husband Horts death, feels alone and without direction.
The two cousins are contacted by their Uncle Geo rey who
convinces both women to move to his hometown in
Lexington, Kentucky. There, surrounded by Geo reys
motley crew of friends, they are each given a chance to
mend their lives with the help of friends, family and faith in
God.

An honest and inspirational look at mistakes and second
chances in life. This emotional story has a cast of characters
who have lived unbelievably hard lives, but it is written in a
conversational manner that makes for a quick and easy read.
Plenty of descriptions of down-home food will get your mouth
watering.

ROMANCE

On Tall Pine Lake

Dorothy Garlock

Struggling to make ends meet while taking care of her
younger sister, Nona Cinrad takes a job at arural shing
camp and encounters evil men looking for her estranged
half-brother.

A gentle, simplistic romantic story with a strong theme of
good vs. evil. Recommend.

| Went to Vassar for This?

Naomi Neale

After a TV dinner explodes in her microwave, advertising
executive Cathy Vorhees wakes up in 1959 living the life of
an uptight cookbook editor.

A funny and sometimes poignant romance that takes a frank
look at the progress women have made in the workplace over
the last 50 years. Recommend.

SUSPENSE/THRILLER

Flesh and Bone: A Body Farm Novel

Je erson Bass

Forensic anthropologist Dr. Bill Brockton becomes the
prime suspect when his lover, medical examiner Jess
Carter, is found murdered.

Second in a series by the writing team of Jon Je erson and Bill
Bass. Bass takes on major issues like evolution and internet
predators as well as creating an interesting mystery. Highly
recommend.

The Night Gardener

George Pelecanos

The recent murder of teenager Asa Johnson appears to

be the work of the Night Gardener, a serial killer from the
1980s who was never caught. Asas murder brings the two
policemen and the detective back together who originally
tried to solve the cases. They have been haunted for 21
years by the Night Gardener and each man is searching for
their own personal and professional resolution.

Excellent characterizations. Intriguing plot lines. Sensitively
told. Recommend.

...20 Years and Counting!
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Invisible Lives

Lakshmi Sen has a gift for seeing into the hearts and
minds of others, making her quite successful as a
saleswoman in her mother s sari shop. No one,
especially her traditional Indian mother, can under-
stand why Lakshmi has yet to marry. While Lakshmi
holds out for Mr. Right, her mother sets in motion a
plan for an arranged marriage. Will Lakshmi settle for
tradition or forge her own path? Invisible Lives, by
Anjali Banerjee is a whimsical and romantic novel

a perfect cure for the winter blues.

Samantha Gottesman

Legal-Ease

Its easy to curl up with a good book when you check
out one of these hot new legal thrillers.

In his fth outing, Miami attorney Jack Swytec
defends a homeless man called Falcon after a stand-
o with the police in When Darkness Falls by James
Grippando. Jack learns that Falcon has a safe deposit
box full of money, so why does he pretend to be
homeless? And, why does he want to talk personally
to the mayors daughter a Miami police o cer?

Jonnie Jacobs brings San Francisco attorney Kali

O Brien back for a seventh time in her latest, The Next
Victim. Kali is called to Tucson after her estranged
brother is found dead in his pool. Did he commit
suicide because he was being investigated for the
murders of two women? Or, was he just in the wrong
place at the wrong time? As she investigates, Kali
realizes that she wasn t close enough to him to know
for sure.

Although both books are part of a series, neither
need to be read in order, so go for the easy option
and check one out today.

Evelyn Janoch

College Can Be Murder

Being a Professor at a small, all-girls, Catholic College
near the banks of the Hudson River should be a fairly
stress-free way to make a living. For Allison, that s true
until one of her students is found dead in the trunk
of her missing Volvo. Suddenly Allison is the prime
suspect in Kathy s murder, as well as being a person
of interest for Kathy s mob boss father, and the target
of seemingly random acts of violence. Things look
better for Allison as one of the investigating
detectives, the cute one, begins to believe in her
innocence and a friendship develops.

Murder 101, by Maggie Barbieri, is one of those

rare books to have it all: its smart, its funny, and its
original. The clever twists and turns the story takes to
get to the part where the reader nds out who killed
Kathy is just half of the entertainment. The
relationships between the characters are great and
the bombshell secret one of the characters reveals at
the very end leaves the reader wanting more!
Hopefully this rst novel will be the start of a
beautiful friendship.

Stacey Hayman

The Sunday List of Dreams

Connie Nixon, the main character in the latest novel
by Kris Radish, The Sunday List of Dreams, has kept
a list of her secret dreams and desires all of her life.
Now, at 58 and facing retirement, Connie will have
the time to do something about those dreams but
shes afraid. When she discovers that her estranged
daughter is the owner of a successful sex-toy store in
New York, Connie gathers the courage to attempt to
reconnect with her daughter and to move forward
with her life. This is a beautiful story of love, friend-
ship and enduring relationships between women of
all kinds.

Donna Zmrazek

Between the Covers...
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An Abundance of Katherines

It s the summer of Colin Singletons senior year, and
he is having a personal crisis in John Greens novel
An Abundance of Katherines. Colins heart has just
been broken by his nineteenth girlfriend all of
them named Katherine. When his best friend Hassan
convinces him that they should take a road trip, they
end up in Gutshot, Tennessee to view the grave of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand. There, after meeting the
attractive Lindsey, Colin has his rst Eureka moment
and discovers that all romantic relationships can be
graphed so as to predict their outcome. Colin and
Hassan are convinced by the colorful locals to stay in
Gutshot to work in the local factory, and Colin is able
to fully explore his theory.

Green won a literary award for this quirky tale. An
Abundance of Katherines is marketed for teens, but
adults would equally enjoy this one.

Victoria Vogel

One Great Read

In Kate Atkinsons new novel, One Good Turn, road
rage goes one step too far on a street in Edinburgh,
as aman is rear-ended and then promptly beaten
to a pulp by the o ending driver. Good thing the
accident is witnessed by former detective (and new
millionaire) Jackson Brodie. Jackson is in Scotland
to help support his girlfriend s theatrical endeavors
but quickly nds himself drawn into a deadly series
of coincidences involving every witness to the car
accident.

As in her previous novel, Case Histories, Atkinson
delivers yet another stunning and complex novel,
starring Jackson Brodie. One Good Turn is one great
read a fast-paced and intricately woven tale of
mistaken identity that hasitall humor, mystery,
parenting woes, romance, and plenty of suspense.

Carol O Keefe

Sharp Objects

Sharp Objects by Gillian Flynn has been nominated
for a 2007 Edgar Award in the category of Best First
Novel by an American Author.

Camille Preaker, newspaper reporter for the
struggling Chicago Daily Post, is sent to her
hometown of Wind Gap, Missouri to investigate the
case of a missing young girl and a previous murder
of another young girl in the belief that the two are
connected. Wind Gap was never a comfortable

place for Camille, even while calling it home, so

the assignmentis di cult. Shes met with a chilly
welcome by her mother, stepfather, and a young half
sister she barely knows, and the police establishment
is reluctant to give Camille even the tiniest bit of
information.

As Camille struggles with digging up facts about the
murders, she also struggles with coming to grips
with her past, her family, and some other startling
revelations. This gripping story is de nitely sharp,

de nitely edgy. Sharp Objects you wont forget this
one!

Ann Jackson

Hot Stu

In Tamar Myers latest Pennsylvania Dutch Mystery,
Cornelius Weaver dies in the bed of Hernia,
Pennsylvanias female police chief. This happens just
three days before he is to marry another woman. Was
it a heart attack or murder? When a suspicious drug

is found in the dead mans system during a routine
autopsy, one of Cornelius seven lovers is suspected of
murder. Amish-Mennonite amateur sleuth Magdalena
Yoder is called upon to solve the case in Hell Hath No
Curry as she makes plans to marry Dr. Gabriel Rosen.

Emma Dittmar
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Deceptions, Doubts and Dire Revelations

Silent in the Grave is Deanna Raybourns remarkably
assured debut mystery set in Victorian London.

Lady Julia Grey, a young widow, was born into an
eccentric family of great wealth and in uence. When
she married Edward Grey, she married into even
greater wealth. Imagine her anger when Nicholas
Brisbane, a private detective hired by Edward, sug-
gests that Edward did not die from an inherited heart
ailment, but was murdered. Her anger turns to regret,
however, when she nds one of the threatening let-
ters that was sent to Edward. Julia insists that Bris-
bane nd the killer but cannot resist following clues
on her own, which leads her into grave danger.

Lady Julia is a very appealing character and even a bit
sassy. When the veneer of her respectable life is shat-
tered by Edward s shocking secret life, Julia does not
play the victims role.

Rosemary Ward
Vanishing Point

Marcia Muller has been writing the Sharon McCone

series for nearly three decades, delivering solid

entertainment, with local San Francisco avor. Sharon

has come a long way, from working as an investigator

for All Souls Legal Cooperative and living on a shoe-

string. Now she is the owner of her own investigative
rm and employer of many.

In her newest case, Vanishing Point, Sharon accepts
a cold case assignment to determine what happened
to Laurel Greenwood, a young mother who
disappeared over twenty years ago. Laurel s grown
daughter wants closure and is looking for answers to
what really happened. Sharons investigation takes
her to the coast of California where she discovers that
someone from the past isn t happy with the reopened
case. Vanishing Point takes Sharon McCone and her
readers into the 21st century.

Ann Jackson

OUT OF THISWORLD TITLES

Travel to other worlds and times to meet
some fascinating, and original characters
found in these science ction
and fantasy paperbacks!

The Chosen
by Alex Archer

Wall of Mirrors
by Jay Caselberg

Divine by Choice
by P. C. Cast

Sharper than a Serpent s Tooth
by Simon R. Green

A Confederation of Valor: Valor s Choice/
the Better Part of Valor
by Tanya Hu

His Majesty s Dragon
by Naomi Novik

Bad Prince Charlie
by John Moore

Resolute
by Mike Shepherd

The Becoming
by Jeanne C. Stein

The Frost-Haired Vixen
by John Zakour
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