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Paul Auster

Travels in the Scriptorium

An elderly man awakes with no memory and is given no
information about who or where he is. When he ndsa
manuscript about a prisoner in an alternate world hidden
in the room, he believes it points to clues about his own
identity.

M. C. Beaton

Death of a Maid: A Hamish Macbeth Mystery
After winning maid services in the churchra e, Hamish
MacBeth nds himself investigating the death of a local
cleaning woman, a gossip who knew too many secrets
about her clients lives.

Giles Blunt

By the Time You Read This

In Algonquin Bay, Ontario, police detective John Cardi-
nal is mourning the apparent suicide of his wife. When
Cardinal starts receiving hate- lled notes, he believes that
his wife may have been murdered. Meanwhile, his partner,
Lise Delorme, is busy trying to track down a pedophile.

Jon Clinch

Finn: A Novel

Inspired by Mark Twains classic tales, the mysterious life
and strange death of Huckleberry Finns monster of a
father is fully imagined.

Jackie Collins

Drop Dead Beautiful

Lucky Santangelo is determined to restore her position
of power in Las Vegas, but rst she must outmaneuver
an enemy who wants to steal her two sons and teenaged
daughter.

Robert Crais
The Watchman

Jennifer Crusie

Manhunting

Kate Svenson hatches a plan to nd the man of her
dreams at a fancy resort. Once shes there, the men start
turning up dead. Is Kate a murderous femme fatale? Jake
Templeton stepsinto nd out and save the day.

Barbara Delinsky

Family Tree

Dana and Hugh Clarke s baby is born into their wealthy,
white New England seaside community. The new baby s
African-American features puzzle her parents uncover-
ing roots of their family trees, unearthing more than one
skeleton, and testing the couples relationship and their
family loyalty.

Janet Evanovich

Plum Lovin’

Annie Hartis a relationship expert who is wanted for
armed robbery and Stephanie Plum needs to nd her,
Mystery-man Diesel knows where Annie is but he Il only
help Stephanie nd her if she Il play matchmaker to
several of Annies mostdi cult clients.

Allan Folsom

The Machiavelli Covenant

An old love of ex-LAPD detective Nicholas Marten,
Caroline Parsons dies of a mysterious infection shortly
after her congressman husband and son perish in a plane
accident. Her last words set Marten on the trail of a South
African bioterrorist.

Lauren Fox

Still Life with Husband

Emily Ross is happily married to her college sweetheart
and working as assistant editor. Then she meets David, a
man with whom she has a brief but intense a air.

Ariana Franklin

Mistress of the Art of Death

Dr. Vesuvia Adelia Rachel Ortese Aguilar of Salerno, a
short-tempered medieval coroner, is hired in secret by

King Henry Il to nd out whos behind the horri ¢
murders of Christian children in Cambridge,
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Joe Hill

Heart-Shaped Box

Judas Coyne is a collector of obscure and macabre
artifacts who cannot resist purchasing a ghost over the In-
ternet. When the ghost turns out to be the vengeful spirit
of his girlfriend s stepfather, Judas is in serious trouble.

Steve Hockensmith

On the Wrong Track

When they are hired to protect the Paci c Express to San
Francisco, sleuthing brothers Old Red and Big Red
Amlingmeyer must deal with a murderer hiding among
the trains passengers.

Cassandra King

Queen of Broken Hearts

Clare is a divorce coach hosting retreats to mend broken
hearts of men and women. Clare refuses to nd love for

herself until she meets Lex, a sea captain who has just

moved into town.

Sophie Kinsella

Shopaholic and Baby

Becky has the perfect life, job and husband Luke, and now
they have a baby on the way. But things start unravel-

ing when Becky learns that her new obstetrician is Lukes
beautiful ex-girlfriend.

Jayne Ann Krentz

White Lies

Fearing that her psychic abilities have damaged her
chances of having a healthy relationship, Clare Lancaster
travels to California to assist her father s business. There
she meets nancial consultant Jake Salter, with whom she
shares an unlikely chemistry.

Val McDermid

The Grave Tattoo

When a tattooed corpse in Englands Lake District is
found, scholar Jane Gresham believes that the body is
that of Fletcher Christian, a schoolmate of William Word-
sworth who had links to the poets secret manuscript.

Ron McClarty

Traveler

Part-time, unsuccessful actor Jono Riley returns to his

childhood home in Rhode Island after learning that his
rst girlfriend, Marie, has passed away. Jonos nostalgia

takes on new signi cance as he helps investigate the

mysterious shooting that leads to Marie s death.

Michael Palmer

The Fifth Vial

Thirty- ve-year-old Boston medical student Natalie Reyes
takes on a worldwide association of organ transplant
specialists who think they know best how to allocate the
organs, regardless of the wishes and sometimes even
the knowledge of the donors.

James Patterson

Step onaCrack

The funeral of a former First Lady, held at a New York
cathedral, is taken over by men disguised as monks who
make threats about blowing up the politicians and actors
trapped inside.

Susan Elizabeth Phillips

Natural Born Charmer

Chicago Stars quarterback Dean Robillard meets the
beautiful and infuriating Blue between seasons, and must
draw on his competitive skills to try

winning her over.

Jane Smiley

Ten Days in the Hills

An Oscar-winning director, Max, plays
host to a group of friends and family
in the Hollywood Hills during the 2003
Academy Awards, and their lives are
transformed over a course of ten days.

Brenda Rickman Vantrease

The Mercy Seller

Annais urged by her grandfather to —
seek sanctuary in England when their ~
secret work as illuminators of forbid-

den books is threatened by religious

intolerance in 15th-century Prague. There, Anna
catches the attention of an undercover priest.
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ROMANCE

Last Bite: A Novel of Culi-
nary Romance

Nancy Verde Barr

Danny O Shea is a wonder-
fully sexy and charming
Irish chef. He seems to
have set his cap for Casey
Costello, an executive chef
for a popular morning TV show. Casey, however, has just
dumped her unfaithful boyfriend and she is in no mood
to start a new romance. When Casey travels to Florence
for a shoot, Danny shows up at her surprise birthday
party. Casey needs to decide if Danny s sweet talk is all
blarney or the real thing.

Author Nancy Barr de nitely knows her way around a
kitchen and the behind-the-scenes rush of culinary TV
production. The secondary characters in the story are so
much fun! This is an irresistible and light confection.
Highly recommend.

Tied to the Tracks: A Novel

Rosina Lippi

Tied to the Tracks is a small independent Im company
in New Jersey owned by Angie Mangiamele. She is asked
to produce a documentary of the life of an award-win-
ning author who is now in residence at a small college in
Georgia. Unfortunately, years earlier, Angie had an a air
with the man who is now the English Department Head
of that same college. Will Angie be able to work with her
former lover?

The authors rst book, Homestead, won the 1999 PEN/
Hemingway Award. She also writes historical ction under
the name of Sara Donati. This book is a light, contemporary
romance with likeable but extremely quirky charactersin a
small-town setting and with a happy ending for all.

Highly recommend.

MYSTERY

Twenty Questions

Alison Clement

June, a cook at an elementary school, passes on taking a
ride from a stranger when her car breaks down and later
discovers that the same stranger is arrested for murder-
ing local woman Vernay Hanks. Believing that she could
have been the one killed, June becomes obsessed with
the dead womans life and involves herself in the lives of
Vernay s child and brother leading to deceit and strain
in her seemingly otherwise perfect marriage.

June is a believable character with real strengths, weak-
nesses and moral dilemmas. A compelling mystery with big
surprises. A quick and very satisfying read.

Highly recommend.

FICTION

Water for Elephants

Sara Gruen

With nowhere else to turn after a family tragedy, Jacob
Jankowski hops onto a traveling circus train which leads
to an unexpected and extraordinary life.

Author research brings the 1930s traveling circuses to life.
Fully developed characters. Engaging story.
Highly recommend.

The Other Side of the Bridge

Mary Lawson

Two brothers, the quiet and strong Arthur and the hand-
some and insidious Jake Dunn, grow up in the northern
town of Struan, Ontario, during the Depression, and their
intense sibling rivalry follows them into their adoles-
cences and the Second World War. Twenty years later,
Arthur runs a farm with his beautiful wife Laura and their
children. When lan, a local high-school student and son
of the towns doctor, gets hired on to help with the farm
work, lans crush on Laura brings alive memories from the
past eventually leading to disaster.

Slow-building suspense and shifts in narrators and time
make it hard to put down this novel about family, love and
loss. Highly recommend.

...20 Years and Counting!
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SUSPENSE/THRILLER

Sequence

Lori B. Andrews

Dr. Alexandra Blake has joined the Armed Forces Insti-
tute of Pathology to use their resources to continue her
genetic research on viruses. But, she is forced to put aside
her research to focus on forensics when she is ordered by
the new director to help in the grisly murder investigation
of several women near military bases across the country.
As she works on the case, Alex nds her life in danger.

A fast-paced, suspenseful page-turner with lots of twists and
turns in the plot. The author includes fascinating informa-
tion on genetic research that a non-medical person can
easily understand. Look forward to more by this author.
Highly recommend.

The Baby Merchant

Kit Reed

In the near future, Tom Starbird is a baby merchant to
couples who are unable to have their own children.
However unethical his approach, Starbird prides himself
on only placing unwanted babies into loving homes.
But, when he is blackmailed into providing a child for a
famous TV anchorman, he targets pregnant artist Sasha
Egan as his next supplier and Starbird s normally
controlled operation heads into a tailspin.

A chilling read. Fast-paced, with plenty of action and
suspense. Recommend.

HISTORICAL FICTION

Dark Angels

Karleen Koen

Alice Verney, as a maid of honor to Queen Catherine,
becomes entangled in the political intrigues and secrets
of the royal court of Charles Il. When the king s sister is
poisoned, Alice fears that Queen Catherine will be killed
too. She works with the duke of Balmoral and the
commander of the Queens Guard to protect the Queen at
all costs.

Although a prequel to the author s earlier book, Through a
Glass Darkly, this book can be savored as a stand-alone.
The author takes the reader back in time to the Restoration
Era and to the court of Charles Il with rich, detailed descrip-
tions from that time. The ctional characters blend well with
the historical ones. Alice is an unforgettable character.
Highly recommend.

The Observations

Jane Harris

Bessy Buckley was forced into prostitution at a very young
age by her own mother. When Bessy s life becomes intol-
erable, she slips away and, in her travels, stumbles upon
Arabella, a wealthy lady in need of a servant. When Bessy
discovers Arabella is keeping a guilty secret, she is hurt
and retaliates against her mistress with a bit of mischief
that goes terribly awry.

Superb use of the language of the time period lends a strong
sense of place to this debut novel. The story would be com-
pletely heartbreaking were it not for the strength of
character of the brash, irrepressible, and earthy Bessy. At
times, the novel is darkly humorous as Bessy can be very sly.
Highly recommend.

Heat Things Up With These
Suspenseful Romance Paperbacks:

Drop Dead Gorgeous
Linda Howard
Former cheerleader Blair Mallory s life is in
danger. While Blair is immersed in wedding plans,
she is almost run over. Her anc@ thinks it might be
an accident, but Blair knows it was deliberate and
fears that someone will return to nish the job.

Ways to be Wicked
Julie Anne Long
Stumbling upon a letter that her former
guardian hid from her, French ballerina Sylvie
Lamoureux discovers clues to a past that she never
knew and heads for England to investigate.

AlLady’s Pleasure
Renee Bernard
Seeking revenge on a nobleman who had slighted
her, Merriam Everett sets out to

seduce her victim. Her plans go awry when she

targets the wrong man, Drake Sotherton, who is
convinced that Merriam is a pawn of his late wife s

murderer.



